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Season’s Greetings from the Staff and Board at the
Western Stock Growers Association

WSGA Annual General Meeting
2:00—5:00pm
February 15, 2017
Sheraton Hotel Red Deer

CALL FOR RESOLUTIONS
If you have a resolution to bring forward at the AGM, please send it in to
Lindsye at the office. Email: office@wsga.ca or Phone: 403-250-9121
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Bovine TB in Alberta
The WSGA has been in regular contact with CFIA, •
industry stakeholders and producers as the situation with the bovine TB discovery and subsequent
investigation is on-going.
Given the updates are time sensitive, they have
been going out to the membership via email. We
have also been posting them on our website.
Here are highlights from our update on Dec 19:
• There are approximately 45 herds under quarantine.
• The total number of TB positive animals remains at six.
• 90 additional reactor animals have been
slaughtered and no visible gross lesions were
found. Samples were sent for culture, which
will confirm if these animals are TB negative.
All reactors from the eighteen premises declared infected are scheduled to be euthanized
and post mortems performed by early January.
• Testing is on track to be completed on all the
high-risk herds and the initial low-risk herds
identified in the trace-outs by December 23.
• Humane slaughter of non-reactor animals from
the eighteen premises is ongoing and expected
to continue into the New Year. Approximately
750 head were slaughtered last week, with
similar numbers scheduled for the next two
weeks.
• CFIA has begun the methodical trace-in for the
herd of origin for the six positive cases. This
entails tracing where animals have moved in
from over the past five years. There is expected to be a number of herds placed under
quarantine as a result of this part of the investigation. Testing for some of these herds has
been scheduled into the new year.

•

•

•

As a result of TB being such a slow growing
bacterium, we are still waiting for culture results on the all of the reactor animals that have
undergone euthanasia and post mortem exams. These results will determine if the current
trace-out was adequate. There could still potentially be some quarantines placed as a result of additional trace-outs depending on results from ongoing lab tests and continuing
post mortems / tests on reactor animals.
To date, six herds have been released from
quarantine. These were low risk herds placed
under quarantine as a result of trace-outs from
the herd of origin of the six positive animals.
To date, no decision has been made on the
other species under quarantine (horses, dogs,
cats etc.). These will be evaluated on a caseby-case basis; there will be no blanket decisions for these animals. Rather the risk of exposure to infected animals will be evaluated on
essentially an individual animal basis so a
house pet might have a different outcome than
a herd guardian dog for example.
The province has instituted an education program for hunters entering the Suffield base to
fill their elk tags. Hunters are asked if they see
any abnormalities while dressing the animals,
they are to report it to Alberta Fish and Wildlife.
There is also a possibility of testing lymph
nodes in the heads that are submitted for
Chronic Wasting Disease testing. To date hunters have reported no abnormalities to AFW.

For previous updates and links to other information, check out the bovine TB page on our website: http://www.wsga.ca/news011.php

The WSGA will continue to be in close contact with CFIA, stakeholders and producers through the new
year as this continues and report any new information as it arises to our membership.
CFIA has committed to keeping the TB investigation web page updated with the most current information they can share. Go to www.inspection.gc.ca
On this page is a link to ask questions of CFIA via email regarding the current investigation.
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WANTED: WSGA Directors
New WSGA directors will be elected at the Annual
General Meeting on February 15. This year, we have
a number of opportunities to be involved in the board
of directors. There are vacancies in Zone 6, Zone 8
and Zone 9 as well as a vacant director-at-large position.
If you are interested in becoming a director, contact
the office or call a current director for more information. Come to our AGM to see what it is all about.
Getting involved in your industry is not something
you will regret!

Refund forms due January 31
Just a reminder that the check-off refund request forms are due January 31, 2017.
Check-off refund requests for cattle marketed from July 1 to December 31 are due to the ABP
office by January 31, 2017. You can find the refund request form on the home page of our website www.wsga.ca.
In Alberta, a portion of levy dollars is refundable to the producer, if they request it. This builds
accountability into the system to try to ensure the producers needs come first and foremost. It
allows producers to vote with their dollars.
If you request a refund, please consider forwarding a portion of your refund to the WSGA so we
can continue to best represent you and have our say in beef industry issues.
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Upcoming Events
Introduction to Holistic Management Workshop ● 10:00am to 12:00 February 15, 2017 ● Red Deer
Sheraton Hotel
WSGA Annual General Meeting ● 2:00—5:00 February 15, 2017 ● Red Deer Sheraton Hotel
Alberta Beef Industry Conference ● February 15—17, 2017 ● Red Deer Sheraton Hotel ●
www.abiconference.ca to register
AFAC Livestock Care Conference ● March 21 & 22, 2017 ● Best Western Denham Inn and Suites
● Leduc, AB ● Register at AFAC.ab.ca/2017
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